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MEDIA RELEASE
September 19, 1988
NEW MANSFIELD PROFESSOR SEES PACIFIC RIM 
MOVING TO CENTER OF UM'S PROGRAMS, OUTREACH WORK
By Janice Downey 
UM News and Publications
The Pacific Rim should be more a part of the University of 
Montana's work on and off campus as a way of continuing the 
legacy of Mike Mansfield, Philip West, the new Mansfield 
Professor of Modern Asian Affairs, says.
"I look for the kind of interdisciplinary and inter-school 
cooperation that brings Asian affairs away from the periphery and 
more nearly to the center of the discussion about curriculum and 
the university s mission," West said in a recent interview.
West s interest in Asian affairs germinated when he was a 
student at Manchester College in his home state of Indiana. Now 
an East Asian specialist, concentrating on modern Chinese 
history, West says he hopes his experience in teaching and work 
with the public and private sectors will help the Mansfield 
Center link the Pacific Rim more closely to UM and all Montanans.
Before joining UM's faculty through the Mansfield Center, 
west directed the East Asian Studies Center at Indiana 
University. At IU he also taught in the departments of history 
and East Asian Languages and Cultures from 1977 to 1988. He 
holds master's and doctorate degrees from Harvard
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University and has also been a visiting scholar at the Harvard 
Law School.
Across the Pacific, West was a senior Fulbright Lecturer at 
Keio University and International Christian University in Tokyo 
in 1974. He also served as research associate at the Institute 
of Modern History in Beijing, China, during the summer of 1980.
Montana's beauty, open spaces and the more relaxed 
atmosphere attracted West to UM, he said. But it was the Maureen 
and Mike Mansfield Center -- named for the Ambassador to Japan 
and former U.S. Senator from Montana and his wife -- that was the 
key attraction. The prospect of becoming a part of the Mansfield 
legacy and vision was central to West's venturing west, he said.
As the Mansfield professor, West will teach an introductory- 
level course on contemporary East Asia. As much as he enjoys 
teaching graduate-level courses, he says he looks forward to 
teaching students who were like him when he was an undergraduate 
with curiosity but not much background.
"I'm a teacher and I enjoy introductory courses," West said. 
"There's a certain flame that's burning already. The job of the 
teacher is to turn up the flame, and to me that's very exciting."
West says he hopes the interest in Asian Studies will 
spread to other professional schools and departments across 
campus. As part of his goal to expand the Asian Studies program 
at UM, his first hope is that one day UM will offer a full 
complement of Chinese, Japanese and Korean languages.
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"As a university," he said, "we should be taking Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean languages as seriously as we take European 
languages." One encouraging sign he sees is UM offering Japanese 
language for the first time this year. Although UM does not yet 
offer Korean, it has offered Chinese for nearly two decades.
"In Asian Studies there's a solid beginning here at 
Montana," West said. "My sense is the interest among faculty and 
students is very high, and the support from the administration is 
also impressive."
"Pacific Rim and the Bottom Line," a manual West wrote with 
an IU colleague for business executives, is and indication of his 
interest in working with the UM School of Business Administration 
and for Montana's economic development.
"The university has a responsibility to provide leadership 
to the private sector in developing business opportunities on the 
Pacific Rim," West said.
Likewise in other departments and schools, such as education 
and law, North Americans and East Asians can learn a lot from 
each other, he says.
West also talks about working outside the university with 
elementary and high school teachers to develop programs in East 
Asian studies. For similar public service in Indiana, he 
recently received from Governor Orr the state’s highest award, 
the title of Sagamore of the Wabash.
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He also regards the governor’s office as a friend and 
wants to work with other community leaders in the private and 
public sectors.
"I see the Mansfield Center doing this," he said. "I have 
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